
 
 

October 13, 2020 

 

 

Jeff Bezos 

President and CEO 

Amazon.com, Inc. 

410 Terry Ave. N. 

Seattle, WA 98019 

 

 

Dear Mr. Bezos: 

 

I write to express my grave concern that nearly 20,000 of your employees have tested positive for 

the coronavirus.1 The sheer number of positive cases demonstrates that efforts to protect your 

workforce have been inadequate, a fact workers have repeatedly raised only to be retaliated 

against.2  In the strongest possible terms, I ask that you do more to protect your workers from the 

coronavirus, end retaliatory practices against workers voicing health concerns, and reinstitute 

hazard pay immediately and retroactively. 

 

New Zealand, Vietnam, Thailand, and Finland combined have experienced fewer coronavirus 

cases than your workforce.3  And while your workers have been contracting the coronavirus and 

suffering, Amazon’s profits doubled4 and you have become the richest person to ever walk the 

earth.5  To refuse workers enhanced protections and hazard pay during this pandemic, especially 

after accumulating such staggering wealth as a result of it, is unconscionable.     

 

Any action short of a reinstating hazard pay can only be viewed as a callous disregard, or even 

contempt, for employees who are literally risking their lives for you. Frontline workers are 

essential to keeping America and Amazon running.  Again, I call on you to provide your employees 

adequate safety protections, end worker retaliation, and reinstitute hazard pay immediately. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Mark Pocan 

Member of Congress 

 
1 https://blog.aboutamazon.com/operations/update-on-covid-19-testing 
2 https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/amazon-warehouse-worker-alleges-retaliation-for-safety-activism 
3 https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html 
4 https://ir.aboutamazon.com/news-release/news-release-details/2020/Amazon.com-Announces-Second-Quarter 
5 https://www.forbes.com/sites/jonathanponciano/2020/08/26/worlds-richest-billionaire-jeff-bezos-first-200-billion 


